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The Jesse Tree 
Advent Devotions for the Church at Home 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Date Theme Bible Reading Children’s Story Bible 

December 

1 

The Creation 

 
World 

Genesis 1:1-31, 
2:1-4 The Creation 

December 

2 

Adam & Eve 

 
Apple 

Genesis 3:1-7, 
23-24 

Adam & Eve Leaving the 
Garden 

December 

3 

Noah 

 
Ark 

Genesis 6:11-14, 
7:7-24, 8:1, 8:6-

22 
Noah’s Ark 

December 

4 

Abraham 

 
Stars 

Genesis 15:1-6 Abraham Trusts God 

December 

5 

Jacob 

 
Ladder 

Genesis 28:10-
22 A Wonderful Dream (Jacob) 

December 

6 

Joseph 

 
Coat 

Genesis 37:1-36 Joseph is Sold into Slavery 

Light a candle 
Read the Bible story for the day 

Place the symbol on your Jesse Tree 
Finish with a prayer 
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Date Theme Bible Reading Children’s Story Bible 

December 

7 

Miriam* 

 
Bulrushes 

Exodus 2:1-10 

Moses is Saved 
 

(Miriam is the older sister of 
Moses. She is not named in 
this story but we learn her 

name in Exodus 15) 

December 

8 

Moses 

 
Tablets of Stone 

Exodus 20 The Ten Commandments 

December 

9 

Ruth 

 
Basket of wheat 

Ruth 2:1 – 4:12 The Story of Ruth 

December 

10 

Samuel 

 
Oil lamp 

1 Samuel 3:1-18 Samuel in the Temple 

December 

11 

Elijah 

 
Altar on fire 

1 Kings 18:17-
24, 36-39 

Naboth’s Vineyard 
(Or you can use any story 

about Elijah) 

December 

12 

Esther 

 
Sceptre 

Esther 4 Esther Saves Her People 

December 

13 

Daniel 

 
Lion 

Daniel 6 Daniel & the Lion’s Den 
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Date Theme Bible reading Children’s Story Bible 

December 

14 

Jonah 

 
Whale 

Jonah 1, 2:1-3, 2:7-10 Jonah and the Big Fish 

December 

15 

John the Baptist 

 
Shell 

Matthew 3:1-6 Jesus is Baptized 

December 

16 

Mary 

 
Lily 

Luke 1:26-38 An Angel Appears to 
Mary 

 
From December 17-23, the Jesse Tree stories shift from people in the Bible to names for 
Jesus. These are based on names for the Messiah written in the book of the prophet Isaiah.   
 

Date Theme Bible Reading Children’s Story Bible 

December 

17 

Jesus is Wisdom 

 
Open book 

Isaiah 11:2-3 
Proverbs 8:1-7, 8:22-36 

King Solomon & the 
Queen of Sheba 

December 

18 

Jesus is Lord 

 
Burning bush 

Exodus 3:1-12 The Voice from the 
Burning Bush 

December 

19 

Jesus is the Flower 
of Jesse 

 
Plant with flower 

Isaiah 11:1-9 King David is Anointed 
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Date Theme Bible Reading Children’s Story Bible 

December 

20 

Jesus is the Key of 
David 

 
Key 

Isaiah 22:22 
1 Samuel 16:1-13 David & Goliath 

December 

21 

Jesus is Radiant 
Dawn 

 
Rising sun 

Isaiah 9:2 
Luke 2:68-79 

Jesus is Alive 
(The Easter story) 

December 

22 

Jesus is King of the 
Gentiles 

 
Crown 

Isaiah 9:6-7 
Ephesians 2:14-20 

The Good News 
(The story of Jesus’ 

Ascension into Heaven) 

December 

23 

Jesus is Emmanuel 

 
Chalice and host 

Matthew 1:18-24 
The Last Supper 

(or the Angel Visits 
Joseph) 

December 

24 

Jesus is Light of the 
World 

 
Candle 

John 1:1-14 

Jesus is born 
(The Christmas story, 
when Mary and Jesus 
go to Bethlehem - but 

remember to stop 
reading the story 

before Jesus is born!) 
 
If you are using a children’s story Bible 
 
The stories listed above are from the Children of God Storybook Bible by Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu.    
 
You may have a different children’s Bible at home.  If the stories above aren’t in your Bible, 
you can choose different stories, or a different person to remember.  There are some blank 
templates so you can design your own symbol to fit the story you read. 


