Independent examiner’s report to the Parochial Church Council (PCC) of St Christopher’s
Walworth

| report to the PCC on my examination of the accounts of the St Christopher’s Walworth (the
Church) for the year ended 31 December 2025.

Responsibilities and basis of report

As trustees of the charity, the PCC are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in
accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (“the Act”).

| report in respect of my examination of the Church’s accounts carried out under section 145 of
the Act and, in carrying out my examination, | have followed all the applicable Directions given
by the Charity Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

Independent examiner’s statement

I have completed my examination. | confirm that no material matters have come to my attention
in connection with the examination giving me cause to believe that in any material respect:

1. accounting records were not kept in respect of the Church as required by section 130 of the
Act; or

2. the accounts do not accord with those records.

Whilst carrying out the independent examination, | note bounced cheques almost monthly due
to attempted fraudulent cheques.

The Vicar advised that this was from a stolen chequebook, stolen before it was ever received by
the Church, which happened during the postage process when the chequebook was being
posted by the Bank to the Church.

Fraud was reported by the Church to the Police on 05 March 2025, and a note was made in the
records, for transparency, pointing out “5/3/25 - Fraud reported to police — for missing
chequebook from July 2024 is being used in February 2025 to scam businesses in Germany. All
cheques from this book have been stopped by the bank.”

Itis important to note, ongoing fraudulent attempts have been made, counting to sixteen
attempts, over the year.

Its first recording is on 10 February 2025 & the last recording is on 02 December 2025.

The largest attempt of fraud was £47,500 on 02 December 2025.

A total of £289,015 has been attempted in fraudulent cheques.

All cheques have bounced and unpaid as the cheques were “not signed in accordance with
mandate”.

It is advisable that post containing chequebooks should be requested to be a signed-for parcel,
to ensure no interception, as a matter of future external controls.

In terms of the record keeping, the bounced cheques were not recorded in the bookkeeping of
the Financial Statements. It is understandable why this was excluded, as the bounced cheques
counteract each other and offset to give a nil balance; but it is imperative to reflect each
transaction in the Bank regardless of the financial implication. Hence, all receipts and
payments should be accounted for to reflect an accurate account for the year. Adjusting
journals were provided to include this.



| confirm that there are no other matters to which your attention should be drawn to enable a
proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

Signed:

Independent Examiner: Amanda Proaspatu

Relevant professional qualification(s) or membership of professional bodies (if any): ACCA
Student 3608203

Address: 22 Knight House, Huntsman Street, London, SE17 1QN

Date: 28 April 2026



